BILLYGOATS SOCIETY
CONSTITUTION

1
Name

The name of the society shall be the Billygoats Society ('the Society').
2
Objects

The objects of the Society are to foster and encourage the sport of rowing amongst the students of Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge and thereto to assist in the provision of appropriate facilities and of boats, oars and other suitable equipment for the use of student members of Fitzwilliam College, the provision of coaches and coaching facilities and the provision of financial aid to enable Fitzwilliam College Boat Club to compete in open regattas.
3
Membership


There shall be the following classes of membership:

a.
Ordinary membership, which shall be open to all who have represented Fitzwilliam Hall, House or College in a race organised by a properly constituted rowing authority, and to others who, having an interest in the Fitzwilliam College Boat Club and having been proposed and seconded by members of the committee, are elected by unanimous decision of a committee meeting.

b.
Honorary membership, which may be extended by unanimous decision of a committee meeting to anyone who has given exceptional service to the Fitzwilliam College Boat Club.
4
General Meetings

a.
The Society shall hold an Annual General Meeting not later than fifteen months after the preceding Annual General Meeting at a time and place to be determined by the committee.

b.
The Annual General Meeting shall elect the President, Secretary, Treasurer and committee members, appoint an auditor or independent examiner, receive and adopt the Annual Report including the financial statements and the report of the auditor/independent examiner..

c.
The Annual Report shall be circulated to members at least seven days before the Annual General Meeting.

d.
A Special General Meeting shall be called by the Secretary at the written request of ten members within a fortnight of the request being received. Seven days notice of the agenda shall be given.

e.
A quorum for General Meetings shall be either the President or Secretary as presiding officer and fourteen other members.

f.
A two-thirds majority of a General Meeting shall be required to change this constitution. Other decisions shall require a simple majority, the presiding officer having a casting vote.

5
Officers

a.
A President, who shall hold office for three years and shall not be eligible for immediate re-election.

b.
Vice-Presidents. The committee may elect, by unanimous decision of a meeting, such members of distinction as they think proper to be Vice-Presidents of the Society.

c.
A Secretary, who shall hold office for one year and shall be eligible for re-election.

d.
A Treasurer, who shall hold office for one year and shall be eligible for re-election, shall be elected from among resident Senior Members of the University. This office may be held jointly with that of Secretary.
6
Committee


The affairs of the Society shall be managed by a committee.

a.
The committee shall consist of the President, Secretary and Treasurer of the Society, the President, Captains and Secretary of the Fitzwilliam College Boat Club, and three ordinary members.

b.
The three ordinary members shall hold office for three years. At each Annual General Meeting the senior member shall retire and shall not be eligible for immediate re-election.


c.
The committee shall have power to fill any casual vacancies which may occur. In such an event the person appointed shall hold office until the next Annual General Meeting and shall then be eligible for election. The person elected shall serve for the remaining term of office appropriate to the vacancy so filled.

d.
A quorum for committee meetings shall be either the President or Secretary as presiding officer and four others, among whom must be at least one member in statu pupillari.

e.
Decisions of the committee shall be by a simple majority, the presiding officer having a casting vote.

f.
The committee, by unanimous decision of a meeting, shall have power to co-opt anyone they think fit, to serve until the next Annual General Meeting.

g.
The committee shall meet in the Michaelmas Term and in the Lent Term and at any other time at the written request of four members of the committee.

7
Finances

a.
Members in statu pupillari shall pay a termly subscription. With the exception of Honorary Members other members shall pay an annual subscription. The minimum termly subscription and minimum annual subscription shall be decided each year at the Annual General Meeting.

b.
Annual subscriptions shall fall due on the first day of November in each year, if after three months they are unpaid the Secretary shall send a written reminder; if they remain unpaid after a further month, membership shall automatically lapse.

c.
An auditor or independent examiner shall be appointed annually. A member of the committee shall not be eligible for appointment as an auditor.
8
Trustees

a.
The Society is registered as a charity (registration number 1145246) with the Charity Commission. The Trustees of the Society, who shall act as Charity Trustees, shall be the President, the Secretary and the Treasurer.
b.
The Trustees shall manage the funds of the Society in order to further the Objects of the Society (but for no other purpose) in accordance with the decisions of the committee.
c.
The Trustees shall open such bank and other accounts as they consider necessary and invest funds and delegate the management of funds in the same manner and subject to the same conditions as the Trustees of a trust are permitted to do by the Trustee Act 2000.

d.
The authorised signatories for the Society shall be the Treasurer and the Secretary who are authorised individually to enter into agreements with banks and fund managers which they consider to be in the interests of the Society and to give instructions concerning the operation of the Society's bank accounts and investments and otherwise communicate with banks and fund managers in each case in writing or orally.
9
Dissolution

a.
If the members resolve to dissolve the Society, the Trustees shall remain in office as Charity Trustees and be responsible for winding up the affairs of the Society.

b.
After collecting in all the assets of the Society and paying all its liabilities the Trustees shall apply any remaining property or money



(i)
directly for the Objects of the Society


(ii)

by transfer to any charity or charities for purposes the same or similar to those of the Society.
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